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COMMUNITY NEWS 


Knitters, crocheters, 


quilters sought 

VERNON — STAFFORD SPRINGS — 
The Stafford Prayer Shawl Ministry meets 
from 2 to 3 p.m. the second Monday of each 
month, except July and August, in the Staf- 
ford Public Library, 10 Levinthal Run. 

The group welcomes individuals who 
would like to attend and knit, crochet, or 
quilt much needed prayer shawls. Members 
will also teach guests how to knit or crochet. 

If you cannot make the meeting but want 
to make prayer shawls at home, someone will 
pick them up. Ifyou or your pastor knows of 
anyone who could use a prayer shawl, they 
will arrange for one to be picked up. 

Contact Karen at 860-982-5896 or Kathy 
at 860-684-9484 for information or pick-up 
arrangements. All are welcome. If the library 
is closed due to the weather, the prayer 
shawl meeting will be canceled also. 


East Hartford Lions Club 
accepting scholarship 


applications 

EAST HARTFORD — Applications are 
available for the 2022 East Hartford Lions 
Club scholarships. These scholarships are 
given to East Hartford residents currently 
graduating from East Hartford High School, 
Synergy High School, Connecticut Interna- 
tional Baccalaureate Academy, East Catholic 
High School, Great Path Academy, Connecti- 
cut River Academy or Howell Cheney Tech- 
nical High School, who are planning to 
attend either a two or four year college or 
an occupational/trade school. This schol- 
arship has particular emphasis on commu- 
nity service in East Hartford. The awarded 
scholarships will be forwarded towards the 
first year of higher education. 

Applications are available in the guidance 
offices of area high schools including East 
Hartford High School, Synergy High School, 
Connecticut International Baccalaureate 
Academy, East Catholic High School and 
Howell Cheney Technical School. 

Completed applications are due to the 
East Hartford Lions Club Scholarship 
Committee by April 1 and can be mailed 
directly to the East Hartford Lions Schol- 
arship Committee at P.O. Box 380765, East 
Hartford, CT 06138, or sent to the Guidance 


Office at East Hartford High School or East 
Catholic High School. 

Scholarship winners will be announced at 
the Senior Scholarship Award Ceremony at 
the High School of the respective recipient. 
For any questions, contact Jill Gauthier, East 
Hartford Lions Club Scholarship Commit- 
tee Chairman, at 860-569-0718. 


Let it Shine: The American 
Civil Rights Movement 
taking place 


SOUTH WINDSOR — The Friends of 
Wood Memorial Library are presenting “Let 
it Shine: The American Civil Rights Move- 
ment” on Thursday, Feb. 17, from 2 to 2:45 
p.m. 

This 45-minute professional production 
from North Carolina’s Bright Star Theatre 
is designed to provide an honest and acces- 
sible portrayal of the American struggle for 
Civil Rights. The Freedom Riders, ‘Bomb- 
ingham/ the Montgomery bus boycott, and 
the March on Washington are just a few of 
the events that will unfold as you watch key 
figures from the time period brought to life 
and celebrated for their dedication to secur- 
ing equal rights in America. 

Through stories and song, Let It Shine 
shows the high price that was paid by those 
who fought for equal rights during this 
turbulent time. Let it Shine is best appre- 
ciated by audiences from the 3rd grade to 
adult. Program fees are $5 per student and 
$15 per adult. 

Visit www.woodmemoriallibrary.org to 
pre-register. Wood Memorial Library & 
Museum is located at 783 Main St. 


American Legion Post 
hosting social hour, 


monthly meeting 


SOUTH WINDSOR — The Abe E. Miller 
American Legion Post 133 South Windsor 
meets on the third Tuesday of every month 
at the South Windsor Community Center, 
150 Nevers Road, room 205-207, at 7 p.m. 

All veterans are welcome to attend and are 
asked to bring a non-perishable food item to 
be donated to the SW food bank. Masks are 
required at all times. 

A veterans’ social hour will take place on 


the 3rd Thursday of the month at 9 a.m. The 
February social hour will take place on Feb. 
17 at the South Windsor Community Center, 
150 Nevers Road, in the teen center. 

Masks are required at all times in the 
building. No coffee or food will be served 
but guests may bring their own beverage. 
Call Ken Lewis with any questions, 860-416- 
5276. 


Bolton Center School 
holding kindergarten 


registration 


BOLTON — Bolton Center School will 
hold kindergarten registration for the 2022- 
23 school year from Feb. 1 to March 31. 

Due to COVID restrictions, registration 
will not be in person. Visit www.boltonpub- 
licschools.com for registration forms and 
instructions or call 860-643-2411 and speak 
with Judy Ramsdell. 

Children must be 5-years-old on or before 
Jan. 1, 2023, to be eligible. When submit- 
ting your registration documents via email 
(jramsdell@boltonct.org), fax (860-646- 
4860) or mail (108 Notch Road, Bolton, CT 
06040) include the following: Child’s birth 
certificate or baptismal certificate; proof of 
parent’s residency in Bolton (Please refer to 
the Bolton Residency Requirements under 
the registration page); and current child’s 
immunization and physical information. 


Dietitian program taking 
place at Manchester 
Library 

MANCHESTER — The Manchester 
Public Library, 586 Main St., is hosting the 
following programs. Visit http://library. 
townofmanchester.org or call 860-645-0821 
for more information. 

The library will host a registered dieti- 
tian, Tracey Luciani of ECHN, to speak on 
‘Nutrition As We Age’ on Thursday, Feb. 17, 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Whiton Branch Library, 
100 North Main St. 

Luciani will discuss the goals and advan- 
tages of weight loss, what the healthiest meal 
plans are, and the diets that are successful for 
weight loss and how those change as we age. 
She will also explain the different nutrient 
recommendations for a variety of age groups. 


This is a free program for adults and registra- 
tion is required. Call 860-645-0821 for more 
information or to register. 


Arts Center East hosting 


fiber arts exhibit, still life 


workshop 


VERNON — Arts Center East, 709 Hart- 
ford Turnpike, presents the following 
programs. Visit https://artscentereast.org/ 
or call 860-871-8222 for more information. 

The fiber arts exhibit runs from now 
through Feb. 26 and is free and open to the 
public. Gallery hours are Thursday through 
Saturday from 1to 5 p.m. Visit www.artscen- 
tereast.org/fiber-arts for more information 
or to view the exhibit online. 

The 11th annual Artist Members Exhibit 
will take place March 5 to 26 and is free and 
open to the public. Visit www.artscentere- 
ast.org/artist-members-exhibit for more 
information. The gift shop will be reopened 
during this exhibit to showcase more from 
artist and artisan members. 

The submission deadline for Still Lifes 
& The Legacy of Charles Ethan Porter is 
March 13. Exhibit dates are April 1 to 30. Visit 
www.artscentereast.org/still-lifes for more 
information. 

The exhibit will feature contemporary 
still lifes alongside artwork and information 
about 19th and early 20th century Rockville 
artist, Charles Ethan Porter. Porter was a 
renowned still life artist in the 19th and early 
20th Century. He lived in Rockville for most 
of his life. Porter not only studied art at the 
National Academy of Design in New York 
City, he was one of the first Black artists to 
exhibit there. 

The exhibit submissions are open to artists 
18 years and older working in acrylic, pastels, 
oil, watercolor, charcoal, and colored pencil. 
Subjects can vary from traditional still life or 
memento mori composition (flowers, fruit, 
timepieces, etc.) to more contemporary or 
surreal compositions. 

This exhibit is made possible by the Hart- 
ford Foundation for Public Giving Vernon 
Greater Together Community Fund. 

Pastel and the Still Life Workshop with 
discussion of the still life works of Charles 
Ethan Porter will run from Saturday, April 
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Circulation and delivery 

If you wish to have the paper stopped, or to 
start receiving it, please call 860-525-5555 
or 800-472-7377, or contact Field Operations 
Manager John Wentworth at jwentworth@ 
courant.com. 


News and content submissions 
Contact Courant Community Editor Erin 
Quinlan at 860-875-3366, Ext. 3030 or 
equinlan@courant.com. 


Send press releases, community events and 
photos, news tips or letters to the editor to 
community@courant.com. 


To submit Good Neighbor items, 
birthday greetings, engagement or 
wedding announcements, email 
community@courant.com. 


Send news items by mail to Courant 
Community, PO Box 569, Hartford, CT 
06141-0569, or by fax to 860-875-9552. 


Advertising options 

To place acommercial classified ad, 

call 860-870-3044. For all other advertising 
needs, call 860-875-3366 or 888-456-2211. 
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LOCAL NEWS 


Yale New Haven Health to acquire hospitals 


Manchester Memorial 
Hospital, Rockville 
General Hospital and 
Waterbury Hospital 
included in deal 


By Christine Dempsey and 
Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


Yale New Haven Health and 
Prospect Medical Holdings, Inc. 
announced they have signed an 
agreement for the Yale health 
system to acquire Manchester 
Memorial Hospital, Rockville 
General Hospital in Vernon and 
Waterbury Hospital. 

The nonprofit Yale system 
plans to buy Prospect’s Waterbury 
HEALTH and ECHN, or Eastern 
Connecticut Health Network. The 
deal will include the health systems’ 
related businesses, real estate 
assets, physician clinic operations 
and outpatient services, according 
to spokesmen for the health care 
organizations. 

The agreement is subject to regu- 
latory approval, system leaders said. 
Yale hopes to complete the transac- 
tion later this year. 

ECHN and Waterbury 
HEALTH, with approximately 
2,900 employees, would return to 
not-for-profit status and continue to 
provide care at their campuses and 
outpatient locations, the spokes- 
men said in a release. 

As the organizations move 
toward a final agreement, Yale 
New Haven Health is focused on 
preserving jobs in the local commu- 
nities and supporting employee 
pensions, system leaders said. In 
addition, they will assess the future 


capital needs of the facilities. 

Under the proposal, the three 
hospitals would become affiliated 
with the Yale New Haven Health 
System, similar to Greenwich, 
Bridgeport and Lawrence + Memo- 
rial hospitals. 

At an unrelated health care 
announcement at Saint Fran- 
cis Hospital in Hartford, Victoria 
Veltri, executive director of the 
Office of Health Strategy, and Gov. 
Ned Lamont both commented on 
the Yale New Haven Hospital deal. 

“There is a lot of consolidation. 
You can make a case that that’s part 
of integrated medicine and better 
continuum and better service for 
folks in need?’ Lamont said. “You 
can also say that consolidation leads 
to jacking... up prices and disadvan- 
tages consumers. I’m not talking 
specifically about hospitals. I’m 
talking about broadly what goes on.” 

Veltri said an acquisition or 
change of ownership must go 
through a regulatory process 
and the Yale New Haven Hospi- 
tal proposal would come to her 
agency. She wouldn’t comment on 
the proposed acquisition because 
an application has not been submit- 
ted to the state. 

The Office of Health Strategy 
received $400,000 for a market 
study that will inform policy deci- 
sions on hospital consolidation, she 
said. 

State Sen. Matt Lesser, co-chair- 
man of the legislature’s insurance 
committee, referring to attempts on 
the federal level to establish single 
payer health care financed by the 
government, said the Yale New 
Haven-Prospect Medical Hold- 
ings announcement could lead to 
a “single payee health care system. 
We’re moving rapidly to just two 


hospital chains controlling health 
care.” 

He said lawmakers will take a 
“huge look at hospital consolida- 
tion” in the legislative session that 
began recently. 

Aspokesperson for the Connecti- 
cut Hospital Association declined 
comment. 

Yale New Haven Health employs 
more than 26,000 workers and 
6,685 medical staff. It generated 
more than $4.6 billion in net reve- 
nue and reports assets of about $6.1 
billion. 

Eastern Connecticut Health 
Network operates Manchester 
Memorial Hospital and Rockville 
General Hospital, which combined 
generated $756.1 million in operat- 
ing revenue in 2020, according to 
the state Office of Health Strategy. 

Vernon Mayor Dan Champagne 
said he looks forward “to working 
with the hospital to help with a 
smooth transition that will benefit 
our community.” 

“For 100 years, Rockville General 
Hospital has served the health care 
needs of our residents,’ Cham- 
pagne said. 

Vin Petrini, a senior vice pres- 
ident of Yale New Haven Health, 
Nina Kruse of ECHN and Lauresha 
Xhihani of Waterbury HEALTH 
said that, as part of Yale New Haven 
Health, Waterbury HEALTH and 
ECHN would be able to enhance 
delivery of care across a wide spec- 
trum of primary and specialty 
services. 

Christopher O’Connor, president 
of Yale New Haven Health, said the 
sale could benefit patients while 
providing care at a lower cost. 

“Working with our partners at 
the Yale School of Medicine, we 
believe this could create a seamless 


and integrated delivery system that 
would serve the best interests of our 
patients in the most cost-effective 
manner possible throughout the 
state of Connecticut and the entire 
region,” O’Connor said. 

Dr. Keith Churchwell, president 
of Yale New Haven Hospital, agrees. 

Deborah Weymouth, CEO of 
ECHN, said, “We are excited about 
the opportunity to join YNHHS. We 
are proud of our accomplishments 
and appreciative of the significant 
investments made by Prospect to 
increase quality, preserve jobs and 
respond to the pandemic.” 

Yale New Haven Health now 
operates Bridgeport Hospital, 
Greenwich Hospital, Lawrence 
+ Memorial Hospital in New 
London, Yale New Haven Hospi- 
tal and Westerly Hospital in Rhode 
Island. It also includes the Yale New 
Haven Children’s Hospital, Smilow 
Cancer Hospital at Yale New Haven 
and Yale New Haven Psychiatric 
Hospital. 


Union reaction 


Union representatives of 
hundreds of nurses and allied 
health professionals at Manches- 
ter Memorial and Rockville General 
expressed cautious optimism about 
the plan but also stressed that 
members must consider what it 
means for workers as well as local 
communities. 

Chrissy Ellis, a registered nurse 
at Rockville General’s Gastroenter- 
ology Department, and president of 
the Rockville Federation of Regis- 
tered Nurses, AFT Local 5143, said 
“As caregivers, we are concerned 
about Yale New Haven Health’s 
takeover of the three Connecticut 
hospitals owned and operated by 


Prospect Medical Holdings, Inc. 

“Rockville General Hospital 
in particular faces tremendous 
economic challenges, with a signifi- 
cant number of families in the town 
living below the federal poverty 
line,” Ellis said. “It is our hope that 
this merger will result in improved 
quality and equity of care for this 
region.” 

Registered nurse Anne-Marie 
Cerra, president of the Manches- 
ter Federation of Registered Nurses, 
AFT Local 5055, said staff must 
hear how the expansion would 
affect patients, caregivers and 
communities, before “any proposed 
deal with our community hospitals 
is approved. 

“We are cautiously optimistic 
that this development promises 
a better future for the hospitals in 
the Eastern Connecticut Health 
Network. We look forward to 
further, detailed discussions with 
Yale-New Haven Health Systems’ 
executives,” Cerra said in an email. 

John Brady, also a registered 
nurse, vice president of AFT 
Connecticut, and formerly a regis- 
tered nurse in the William Backus 
Hospital’s emergency department, 
said AFT Connecticut represents 
health care workers in two of the 
three hospitals owned and operated 
by Prospect Medical Holdings, Inc. 

“We are following this latest 
development closely because — no 
matter the outcome — it will impact 
our members and their patients,” 
Brady said in an email. 


Reporter Alex Putterman 
contributed to this story. 

— Christine Dempsey may be 
reached at cdempsey@courant. 
com. Stephen Singer may be 
reached at ssinger@courant.com. 
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30, and Sunday, May 1, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
with a break for lunch. 

Cost to attend is $120 and the deadline 
to register is April 25. Class is limited to 10 
students. Students are asked to show proof 
of vaccination upon registration. All visitors 
to Arts Center East are asked to wear a mask 
while in the building. All levels are welcome. 


Rockville Library hosting 
yoga classes 


VERNON - In-person yoga classes with 
Cynthia Barlow will take place at 9:30 a.m. 
Saturdays at the Rockville Public Library, 
52 Union St. 

Classes start on Feb. 26 and will take place 
until April 9. There is no class on March 19. 
Registration is required for each session. 
Space is limited. The classes are suitable for 
beginners and yoga mats will be provided. 
Visit rockvillepubliclibrary.org/events or 
call 860-875-5892 for more information or 
to register. 


Ellington Farmers Market 
hosting final winter market 


ELLINGTON - The Ellington Farm- 
ers Market’s final winter market, Stock Up 
Saturday, will take place Saturday, Feb. 19, 
from 9 to 11 a.m., at Ellington High School, 
37 Maple St. More than 30 vendors will sell 
their wares. 


Arts of Tolland hosting The 
Flags of 9/11 photo display 


TOLLAND - Arts of Tolland, 22 Tolland 
Green, is hosting local photographer Michael 
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Selissens’ photo display of The Flags of 9/11. 
His reception will be on Saturday, Feb. 26, 
from 3 to 5 p.m. 

Gallery hours are Wednesdays from 3 to 
5 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
The display will run through March 19. His 
photos reflect the diversity of the responses 
to the September attacks and that the Amer- 
ican Flag was a constant. Visit https://artsof- 
tolland.org/ or call 860-871-7405 for more 
information. 


American Legion of 
Windsor Locks cancels 


event 


ENFIELD — WINDSOR LOCKS — Due to 
an uptick in COVD-19 cases, the Gensi-Viola 
Post No. 36, The American Legion of Wind- 
sor Locks, is canceling its Three Chaplains 
dinner, scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 19. Visit 
http://www.ct.legion.org/?page=post&p=36 
for more information. 


Windsor Education 
Foundation awards grants 


WINDSOR — Windsor Education Foun- 
dation awarded a total of $11,000 grants to 
fund eight projects proposed by teachers in 
Windsor Public Schools, including a $1,000 
science grant from The Christine Gaspa- 
rino Memorial Fund. All Windsor Public 
Schools certified staff were eligible to apply 
for grants. 

WEF is anon-profit organization, now in 
its 14th year, that was formed with the goal 
of supporting excellence in Windsor Public 
Schools. 

The programs funded for 2022 will 
directly benefit more than 1,400 students 
across all grades. Following is a synopsis of 
the 2022 grants. 

Clover Street students will explore The 
World Through Our Eyes under the direc- 
tion of Caitlin Bramucci. Learning basic 
photographic concepts, students will use the 
latest camera equipment to create images 
that will be compiled into Book Creator to 
publish their work. 

Windsor High teachers Derrith Green and 
Kevin McGee will foster a love of reading and 
literature across the school community by 
establishing an inaugural WHS Book Award. 
The goal of the WHS Board Award will be 
to build a literary community by empow- 
ering students to read high-interest fiction 
promoting diverse authors and/or charac- 
ters. Participants will review books, hold 
discussion groups, and cast votes for their 
favorite book. 

Led by Lynne DeVito, Clover Street School 
Garden Of Dreams Gardening Club is dedi- 
cated to the transformation of public educa- 
tion by creating an organic school garden. 
This project will teach both academic 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


Courant Community will print a current birthday photo FREE in one edition. Submit a 
current photo and 15-word description including name, age, birthday, town, your name, 
daytime phone number to community@courant.com or to Courant Community, P.O. Box 
569, Hartford, CT 06141. Please submit three weeks in advance to avoid disappointment. 





Happy 4th Birthday, Conor James (1/24): 
“You are the LEGO champ! Love, Gram, 
Nonno, and Georgie.” 


Happy 4th Birthday, George Anthony 
(2/22): “You are the karate champ! Love, 
Gram, Nonno, and Conor.’ 





Happy 9th Birthday, Natalie (2/23): “To 
our beautiful granddaughter, Natalie. We 
love you. Love, Gigi and Grampy.” 


Happy 2nd Birthday, Jackie (2/19): “Our 
dear lovely Jackie!” 





Happy 3rd Birthday, Bryce (2/5): “Love 
you sweet pea. Gramma and Grandpa C” 


Happy Birthday, Cookie hes “A 
wonderful day ahead for you. Love, Steph, 
Heidi, Judy, and the kiddos.” 





3 
4 


Happy 16th Birthday, Francesca (2/3): 
“Know that we are proud of you and love 
you! Hugs, Your family and Nonna and Papa.” 





a 
Happy Ist Birthday, Jameson (2/13): “We 


love you so much. Xoxo, Great Gramma and 
Great Grampa.” 


LOCAL NEWS 


Glastonbury Town Council 
determines it cannot 
remove elected officials 


By Steve Smith 


Courant Community 


GLASTONBURY — At 
its meeting on Feb. 8, the 
Glastonbury Town Council 
determined that it does not 
have the power to remove 
elected officials in town. 

The council had been 
urged by some residents to 
remove two Board of Educa- 
tion members, after a discus- 
sion at a meeting on Dec. 
14, over the change of the 
Glastonbury High School 
mascot, resulted in a physi- 
cal altercation. 

Arrests stemming from the 
incident were recently made. 

Residents who submit- 
ted comments prior to the 
meeting included those who 
both supported removing the 
board members and those 
urging the council do not do 
so, even ifitis allowed. Other 
residents urged the coun- 
cil to at least issue a posi- 
tion condemning the board 
members involved in the 
incident, and some opposed 
any effort to remove the 
board members. 


Town Manager Richard 
Johnson explained that the 
town charter can be a bit of 
a challenge to understand, 
as one might have to look at 
multiple sections, but that 
the town code limits the 
council’s power to remove 
individuals to those who 
are appointed, as opposed to 
elected. State law also backs 
that up. 

“You can’t, under state 
law, so empower yourselves 
to remove members of other 
elected bodies,” he said. 
“You can’t amend the town 
charter.” 

Town Attorney Bruce 
Chudwick added that his 
firm, which represents the 
Town Council as well as the 
Board of Education, said 
it would not be a conflict 
of interest, as the firm 
represents the two bodies as 
a whole, and it’s “a narrow 
issue that the council has 
asked.” 

Chudwick concurred 
that the charter does not 
provide for removal of 
elected officials, but does 
for appointed officers, per 


a code of conduct. 

“We looked at several 
things,” Chudwick said, 
citing precedents and case 
law. “One court that looked 
at the specific issue... they 
specifically stated that ifthe 
legislature wanted to give 
municipalities the power 
to remove elected officials, 
they had to state that specif- 
ically in the law, and they 
have not done that.” 

He added that it was, at 
one time discussed, but the 
legislature did not move 
forward. A stronger provi- 
sion prohibits removal of 
members of the Board of 
Education, because they 
are municipal officials, but 
are also agents of the state, 
because they implement the 
state’s education policies. 

The town’s code of ethics 
also has strong but specific 
language regarding removal 
of elected officials, but 
would require avery specific 
violation and along process, 
appealable to courts or other 
bodies. 

For more information, visit 
www.glastonbury-ct.gov. 





The council had been urged by some residents to remove two Board of Education members, 


after a discussion at a meeting on Dec. 14, over the change of the Glastonbury High School 
mascot, resulted in a physical altercation. COURTESY OF PETER MARTEKA 
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REAL ESTATE 


NYC developer wants 
to build 199 apartments 
near Batterson Park 

in Farmington 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


FARMINGTON — A devel- 
oper is looking to build nearly 200 
apartments near Batterson Park 
alongside the Pondview Corpo- 
rate Center in Farmington, atown 
where more than 800 other new 
apartments are already planned. 

New York-based Pond LLC 
is proposing a four-story, 
56,000-square-foot apartment 
complex to join the center’s two 
office buildings. 

Pond View Apartments stands 
to become the fifth major apart- 
ment-construction proposal on 
the books in Farmington. Theo- 
retically, if developers built all five 
as planned they would add a total 
of more than 1,000 apartments in 
town. 

Details about the the Pond 
View project haven’t come out 
yet but will be part of the develop- 
er’s formal application for zoning 
approval later this year. 

Pond LLC bought the two three- 
story office buildings at Pondview 
Corporate Center in the summer 
of 2019. The buildings are home 
to about 20 tenants ranging from 
insurance agents and financial 
advisors to medical offices. 

Pond LLC paid just under $20 
million for the buildings at 74 and 
76 Batterson Park Road, as well 
as the surrounding 34 acres. Last 
month, the company applied for 
a local wetlands approval to add 
a new building with additional 
parking, a project that would 
cover about 3 acres. 

“The T-shaped building is to 
be four stories tall, accommodat- 
ing 199 units, with a courtyard 
containing an approximately 
2,100-square-foot pool situated 
along the western face of the 
building?’ according to a report by 
SLR International, a consultant 
working on the project. 

The original developer who 
constructed 74 and 76 Batter- 
son Park Road in the 1980s had 
planned a third building, too. 

“Due to changes in market 
demand, the building was never 
constructed, and the current 


developer has sought a zoning 
approval to permit the place- 
ment of a residential property on 
the site, which is currently zoned 
as ‘professional office, “ according 
to SLR’s report. 

Pond LLC contends its proj- 
ect would have no impact on a 
nearly 8-acre wetland nearby. 
When it began its review last 
week, the conservation and inland 
wetlands commission concluded 
it wouldn’t need a public hearing 
but did not reach a conclusion. 
The commission is scheduled to 
resume work Feb. 1. 

As of now, Pond LLC hasn’t 
filed a site plan nor requested a 
zone change from the Planning 
and Zoning Commission. That 
process will require a public hear- 
ing. 

Pond LLC is a unit of Sovereign 
Partners LLC, areal estate invest- 
ment firm based in a midtown 
Manhattan office tower. Sover- 
eign Managing Partner William 
Gentile, who is listed as the Pond 
LLC contact on the wetlands 
application, could not be reached 
for comment Wednesday. 

Among the other large-scale 
Farmington apartment proj- 
ects in the planning stage are the 
conversion of the former Hart- 
ford Marriott Farmington into 
224 one- and two-bedroom units. 
That property went through a sale 
last fall, but town officials believe 
the new developer is ready to 
resume work. 

Kaoud Real Estate Develop- 
ment LLC plans to build 190 
apartments around the site of the 
McCallum Building on Route 4. 
A third developer, Metro Realty, 
has approval to build up to 146 
apartments across Route 4 from 
the UConn Health campus, but 
neighbors have blocked that with 
a pending lawsuit. 

A fourth developer holds 
municipal approval to construct 
268 apartments in the town’s 
Unionville section, but that proj- 
ect hasn’t advanced in several 
years. 


Don Stacom can be reached at 
dstacom@courant.com. 


BUSINESS 


Manufacturing jobs are 
available in Connecticut 


By Erica E. Phillips 


Ctmirror.org 


When Jill Mayer gradu- 
ated from high school in 1999, 
career options felt more limited 
than what she sees available to 
today’s 18-year-olds. There was a 
“stigma,” Mayer said, “that if you 
don’t get a college degree, you’re 
not going to be able to make good 
money and have a long career.” 

But she likes to think that’s 
changing. Mayer, 40, now runs 
her family’s Milford-based 
manufacturing business, Bead 
Industries, and she recently took 
the helm as president of industry 
group ManufactureCT. In both 
roles, she puts a lot of energy into 
cultivating the manufacturing 
sector’s next generation of work- 
ers and leaders. 

Building “awareness” among 
young people is vital for the 
future of Connecticut manufac- 
turing. 

After a half-century of decline 
in the sector, local, state and 
federal lawmakers are working 
to revive Connecticut’s industrial 
base. But without a next-gener- 
ation workforce to feed those 
green shoots, they could dry up. 

Tens of millions of dollars in 
state and federal funding, much 
of it matched by private sector 
contributions, have gone into an 
array of education and training 
programs to funnel Connecticut 
workers into manufacturing jobs. 

Indeed, many sectors are 
facing labor shortages as the 
economy heats up in the after- 
math of the pandemic recession. 
But policymakers have homed 
in on manufacturing because 
increased factory production 
often leads to “multiplier effects” 
— that is, increased activity in 
related sectors, like the compa- 
nies that source materials or 
provide services to the manufac- 
turing business. 

Since 2014, the state’s Manu- 
facturing Innovation Fund has 
supported a range of programs 
from career activities for K-12 
students to “pre-apprentice- 
ships” and funding for tuition, 
books and transportation for 
high school students taking 
college-level courses in manu- 
facturing. The state supports 


training programs in technical 
and comprehensive high schools, 
colleges and universities, the 
correctional system and online. 

Still, businesses and state lead- 
ers acknowledge challenges in 
getting the word out. Late last 
year, the fund’s board approved 
plans for an advertising campaign 
to “drive up awareness, interest 
and enrollment and contribute to 
a stronger workforce talent pipe- 
line in the future,” 

The state has a long way to 
go. In late 2020, the Governor’s 
Workforce Council estimated 
that Connecticut’s current manu- 
facturing training programs 
could produce about 3,000 new 
employees a year at best. That’s 
half of the projected annual 
demand for the next several 
years. 


Millennials in CT 
opted for office jobs. 
Will Gen Z return to 
trade gigs? 


Manufacturing enjoyed a posi- 
tive reputation for much of the 
mid-20th century, but by the late 
1990s and early 2000s, that was 
shifting. Union membership had 
declined, and young people were 
increasingly turned off by what 
they perceived as dirty, danger- 
ous and grueling careers in a 
field with few opportunities for 
growth. And federal funding cuts 
led to the elimination of techni- 
cal skills instruction at many 
comprehensive high schools. 

At the same time, the infor- 
mation technology sector was 
booming, and supply chains were 
going global. Some U.S. factory 
production shifted to making 
high-tech products. Other oper- 
ations brought in new machines 
and automation that boosted 
productivity. And many compa- 
nies relocated their manufac- 
turing facilities to parts of the 
world with lower labor costs. The 
combined factors led to a massive 
drop-off in America’s manufac- 
turing workforce. 

Today, fewer than 160,000 
people work in manufacturing in 
Connecticut, accounting for less 
than 10% of the workforce. That’s 


slightly higher than the national 
figure of 8.4%. 

That generation-wide shock 
to the manufacturing business 
left physical shadows across 
Connecticut in the form of vacant 
factory properties, often situated 
prominently along the river- 
banks, in dozens of the state’s 
towns and cities. Gen Z came of 
age amid the looming husks of 
the industry’s past — looking on 
as many were repurposed into 
upscale residential and retail 
spaces. 

Colin Cooper, the state’s chief 
manufacturing officer and chair- 
man of the Manufacturing Inno- 
vation Fund’s advisory board, 
grew up in New Britain when 
it was known as the “Hardware 
Capital of the World.” Several 
manufacturers occupied the 
“very large monolithic brick 
buildings” downtown, Cooper 
recalled. It was so bustling, he 
said, “you didn’t want to be 
caught there at shift change.” 

By contrast, today’s factory 
operations “tend to be smaller 
and specialized, and they’re 
predominantly located in 
light industrial parks out in 
the suburbs at the end of some 
cul-de-sac,’ Cooper said. “It’s not 
front-of-mind as muchas it was.” 

And many current K-12 
students don’t personally know 
adults who work in the field. 
With a much smaller cohort 
among Generation X and Millen- 
nials, Connecticut’s manufactur- 
ing workforce skews older. More 
than one-third of the indus- 
try’s workers are over age 55, 
compared to around 27% across 
all sectors, according to the state 
labor department. 

Abigail Nadeau, a high school 
senior studying mechanical 
design and engineering at Ella 
T. Grasso Tech in Groton, said 
she wasn’t very familiar with the 
manufacturing field before she 
started exploring the program at 
school. 

Last summer, Nadeau interned 
at Electric Boat, and she hopes to 
work there after graduation. 


Erica E. Phillips is a reporter 

for The Connecticut Mirror 
(ctmirror.org). Copyright 2022 © 
The Connecticut Mirror. 
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GOOD NEIGHBOR 


Your reader-to-reader column 


FREE 

SOFA: Light tan sofa with very light 
flower pattern and pillows. 860- 
268-3430. 

AUDIOBOOKS ON TAPE: Older 
books to catch up on current series. 
Grisham, Kellerman, Fairstein, 
Cornwell, Burke, Cook, Hillerman, 
Sanford, Others. Eileen 860-666- 
3626 landline. Leave msg. Will meet 
you in Newington. 

LP VINYL RECORDS: Various artists 
— Perry Como, Liberace, Patty Page, 
Nelson Eddie, Mario Lanza, Anne 
Murray, Robert Goulet, Hawaiian 
Paradise, Don Ho, Glen Miller and 
others. Very good condition. 860- 
228-9302. Leave message. 


QUESTIONS 

GREEN TRIPE: Seeking a farmer 
who can sell green tripe to feed to 
my dogs. 860-267-6040. 
MEMORY CARDS: Looking for 
someone to donate or sell cheaply 
the following: A CF card or CF32 
card for use in an older A85 canon 
camera or any SanDisk card, only 
2.0 gigabytes. 860-648-9147. 
TABLET ASSISTANCE: Seeking 
someone to set up tablet and 
phone. Will pay. 860-666-5699. 
FOUND: Baseball Card in protective 
plastic cover found in Marlborough, 
Connecticut in 2014, unintentionally 
tucked away, and recently 
uncovered. Send an email to cs- 
137@outlook.com with an accurate 
description of the card, and we'll 
get it back to the owner. 

CLOWNS: Seeking clowns of all 
sizes to cheer up a sick child. 
Contact Ron at 860-613-0860. 
TILES: Seeking 115 ceramic tiles, 
two inches by two inches. Any color. 
860-432-8050. 

SEEKING TO RENT: At least 1,500 
to 2,000 sq. ft. of cold storage. 
Rocky at 860-490-3816 or 860- 
872-6269. 

RECORDS: Seeking classical music 
vinyl aloums for record player. 860- 
680-1299. 

DRONE FOUND: Vicinity of Elm St & 
Courtney Drive, Rocky Hill. Text with 
description for return. 860-402- 
2655. 

FOUND EYEGLASSES: Eyeglasses 
found on Carriage Drive, 


Be a good neighbor 


To submit, send an email to community@courant.com or mail to 285 Broad 


Manchester. 860-646-4242. 
CPAP Machine: Senior in need of 
an inexpensive but working CPAP 
machine. 860-512-0684. 

AUTO MECHANIC: Seeking auto 
mechanic to repair pickup truck. 
Am senior citizen, obhone with 
reasonable price. 860-796-6132. 
FURNITURE: Seeking a light 
wooden chest having five drawers 
in good condition. Call after 5 p.m. 
860-665-0141. 

LOST BRACELET: Bracelet lost at 
ALDIs of Rocky Hill by carriages. It 
was a birthday gift. Call if found. 
860-778-8556. 

PUZZLE SWAP: Will meet half way 
if too far to go. Have 20, most new. 
860-568-1378. 


SEEKING ITEMS FOR GAS ENGINE: 


Need flywheel and electric starter 
for 8 H.P. Briggs and Stratton gas 
engine. 860-633-5329. 

SEEKING: Small boat trailer for a 12 
boat, will buy. 860-741-2633. 
NECKLACE FOUND: On Carillon 
Drive, Rocky Hill. Call with 
description for return. 860-965- 
6672. Messages will be returned. 
SNOW SHOVELING HELP: Senior 
looking for an individual to shovel 
out parking space and clean off car 
after snow storms in Collinsville. 
860-305-6701. 

CAR: Seeking automobile to help 
out with transportation in 2022. 
Elderly with low Social Security. 
860-515-1488. 

LAPTOPS: Collecting used or new 
laptops from kind donors. These 
laptops will be donated to school 
kids in Ghana. Contact Ben, 423- 
676-8815. 

NAUTICAL ROPE: Looking for free 
¥%- or %-inch nautical rope for DIY 
projects. 860-490-8956. 
PROPANE: Seeking propane 
Salamander. Will pay a reasonable 
price. 860-749-2190. 


LAWN MOWING, SNOW REMOVAL: 
Does anyone know of someone who 


mows grass and/or plows snow? 
860-289-0101 after 5 p.m. 

CAR: Seeking a donated good 
running car for elderly person in 
Putnam for doctor appointments. 
Cannot afford one. 508-335-5060. 
Leave amessage. 


St., Hartford, CT 06115. Good Neighbor is a service by Courant Community. 
Questions and answers are provided by our readers and are not verified. 
Medical information cannot be published. Caution should be exercised 

at all times. The publisher is not responsible for damage to any person or 


property. 


Developers unveil plan for 
warehouse and manufacturing 
at Rentschler Field 


By Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


A Massachusetts developer is 
proposing to build a warehouse 
and two manufacturing centers 
at Rentschler Field in East Hart- 
ford. 

The town, which is eager to 
develop the Silver Lane corri- 
dor, could approve portions of 
the plan and authorize construc- 
tion to begin on the warehouse 
in October, Town Council Chair- 
man Rich Kehoe said. 

National Development 
presented to the public and town 
officials its Rentschler Field plan 
that it says would generate $4 
million a year in tax revenue and 
create about 2,000 jobs. The ware- 
house proposed for the nearly 
300-acre site would take advan- 
tage of the proximity to the inter- 
section of interstates 84 and 91. 

“We're looking at moving this 
project forward very quickly,” 
Kehoe said. “For the Town of East 
Hartford, it’s important to move.” 


The site plan for the proposal, 
which is near sporting goods 
retailer Cabela’s and adjacent to 
the 40,000-seat football stadium 
that’s home to the University 
of Connecticut, needs some 
changes and a wetlands permit 
must be approved, he said. 

The developer agreed to divert 
truck traffic away from Silver 
Lane and onto the interstates, 
which was a key requirement by 
the town, Kehoe said. 

Jet engine manufacturer Pratt 
& Whitney sold its former airfield 
to National Development last fall. 
The site is adjacent to Pratt & 
Whitney Stadium at Rentschler 
Field. 

National Development was 
expected to propose a develop- 
ment that aligns with East Hart- 
ford’s master plan for the Silver 
Lane corridor that calls for mixed 
use of retail, commercial and 
manufacturing. 

Aviation and defense giant 
Raytheon Technologies Corp., 
the parent company of Pratt & 


Whitney, considered market- 
ing the site last year for a ware- 
house or distribution center, 
but the proposal didn’t conform 
with East Hartford’s ideas for the 
Silver Lane corridor. 

National Development did not 
immediately comment. 

Kehoe said a warehouse will 
still be part of the mix, but will be 
at the rear of the property, with 
mixed use, primarily manufac- 
turing, at the front, Kehoe said. 
In addition to the two interstate 
highways nearby, the property 
is flat, allowing builders to avoid 
costly and time-consuming grad- 
ing, he said. 

Central Connecticut has 
become an attractive site for 
warehouses that are sprouting 
up to fill in increasingly compli- 
cated logistics networks needed 
to keep pace with skyrocketing 
online retail and fill gaps in frayed 
supply chains. 


Stephen Singer can be reached at 
ssinger@courant.com. 





An artist’s rendering of a proposed warehouse and manufacturing site at Rentschler Field in East Hartford. 
COURTESY 
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COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT 


Enfield’s Mia Dialy comes down with a rebound, despite a protest by Sara 
Clokey. STEVE SMITH / HARTFORD COURANT PHOTOS 


Eagles squads 
flying in different 
directions as 
Enfield cruises to 
win over Tolland 


By Steve Smith 


Courant Community 


ENFIELD — The Enfield girls’ varsity basketball team cruised to a 
77-29 win over Tolland, on Feb. 8, and subsequently beat Southington 
on Feb. 9, to improve to 17-1 on the season. 

Coach Jay Gaucher said there is no magic formula to explain his play- 
ers’ success, and was tight-lipped as to any strategies the team uses to 
win. 

“They’re playing loose, they’re playing together, and they’re having 
fun,” Gaucher said, just after the win over Tolland. “They’ve been play- 
ing great defense, which has lead to easy transition baskets for our girls.” 

Not yet focused on the postseason, although currently ranked No. 1in 
Class LL, Enfield is still taking a one-day-at-a-time approach. 

“We’re just focused on today, and then we’ll get ready for Southing- 
ton,” Gaucher said, adding that his squad has little to fine-tune. 

“We'll just continue to get better with our defensive and offensive 
execution,” he said. “It’s just the little details at the moment.” 

It’s a different story for Tolland, who fell to 1-16, but coach Amy 
Bellone said her team is on the young side, and rebuilding for the future, 
and the players are playing for each other. 

“We had some ups and downs, and acouple of big injuries,” she said. 
“T do have some seasoned upperclassmen, and a lot of younger players 
coming in, trying to figure out what style of basketball we want to play.” 

“The seniors help a lot with motivation,” Bellone said. “The other 
kids respect them so much and are trying to send them off well. I think 
we've done a great job of minimizing the win-loss stress. As long as we’re 
playing good basketball, and we’re feeling like we did our best today, 
everybody has bought into feeling successful with that.” 

For complete schedules, visit www.ciacsports.com. 
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Laureen F. Rubino, M.D. 
Board Certified General Surgeon 


ee D> <7) CG)? © 
EFFECTIVE NON-INVASIVE IN-OFFICE 


VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENT. 


Call today to schedule a private evaluation. 


RC 


945 Main Street, Suite 105, Manchester, CT 


860.645.1232 


www.laureenrubinomd.com 


(= Send yourtown 
news and photos to: 
community@courant.com 
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yurt, with Tolland’s Kelly Lebel in pursuit. 




















Meet Brody! 


Athletic, smart, adventurous, 

goofy- if this is what you are 

looking for, then Brody is the man 
for the job! At 4 years old, Brody 
wishes for a new home with lots of 
exercise, a big fenced-in yard, comfy 
bed with a view, an adult home, and 
prefers to be the only pet in the 
home. To learn more, please contact 


Our Companions at 


860.242.9999 Ext. 302 


OTe Te@olanyey-lalrolacnelce 
(=a) o)Irar=xCo@]ela@re)anley-lalle)aene) ce) 


ax 


eTey any olelalrelats 


Animal Rescue & Sanctuary 





Enfield’s Amyah Rosado gets a piece of a pass 


by Tolland’s Mackenzie Wood. 


Enfield’s Meg Marcotte bats down a shot 
attempt by Tolland’s Sara Clokey. 





Edwin and Toto are 18 week 
old handsome boys. They 
were rescued in Windsor, 
found living outside in 
terrible conditions. 


They can timid with 
people, but with some 
patience you will see their 
true playful personalities! 


We expect in their forever the 
they will become more 
friendly and confident....they 
have made great progress 
even in past few weeks. 


CT CAT CONNETION | WINDSOR CT 
WWW.CATCONNECTION.ORG 





* CURLEY’S FUEL * 


HOD#998 Lic#1129835 


NOW ACCEPTING NEW CUSTOMERS 


Save 
2 cents when 
ordering online 
www.curleysfuel.com 
————— 


Service Contracts 
24/7 Coverage 


Save with CASH! 
C.0.D.& AUTOMATIC! 
Call for details 


* Service Contracts * Automatic Delivery ‘ 
* Discount Oil Prices * Annual Tune-ups 
* 24 Hr. Emergency Service 


88 Day Hill Rd, Windsor 
360-688-8870 
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PPP PP 


CREATORS NEWS SERVICE 


ACROSS 


1 Prank 
6 Syrian city 

10 Spoken too smoothly 

14 Place to remember 

15 Ancient Persian Gulf 
kingdom 

16Costa____ 

17 Subject 

18 Hayworth or Moreno 

19 Mythological Norse 
hero 

20 Bulbous lily plant 

23 Author Stephen, 
1871_ 1900 

24 Door, e.g. 

25 Loess, e.g. 

29 Dodecanese island 

30 Longfellow town 

31 Supporting beam 

34 Peruke 

37 Habitual postponement 

40 Greeks’ Aurora 

41 Demonstrate 

42 Actress Nazimova 

43 Anger 

44 Not as complicated 

46 High-altitude measur- 
ing device 

49 Old-fashioned verse 


CROSSWORD Solution located elsewhere in this section 


On alas Road 





51 Conestoga wagon 
57 Short time, for Juan 
58 Fur 

59 Original prefix 

60L’ _, cest moi 
61 Bread spread 

62 Of medicine 

63 Morays 

64 Mister, in Hesse 

65 #1 iron 


DOWN 


1 Long-running 
Broadway musical 
2 Thanks. 
3 Hemingway or Haydn 
4 Eastern VIP 
5 Elaborate architectural 
style 
6 Descriptive botanist 
7 Strange 
8 Dull 
9 Oriental nursemaid 
10 Salad vegetables 
11 Illuminate 
12 More frigid 
13 Soothing 
21 Sailing warship 
22 Late actress Dana 
25 Record 
26 Other, to Pablo 


By Charles Preston 


27 Affirmative votes 

28 Incite to attack 

29 Old dialect of 
Maidstone 

32 Hwy. 

33 Anatomy student 

34 Determination 

35 Eurytus’s daughter 

36 Growl 

38 Less common 

39 Kind of dance 

43 _ Delight: drama 

45 Nearsighted 

46 Berlin river 

47 Speechify 

48 lis capital is 
Pietermaritzburg 

49 16th-century English 
dramatist 

50 Canadian physician, 
1849 1919 

52 Malay city 

53 Like some exams 

54 Observe 

55 To be, in Paris 

56 Chess piece 


Community News 


from Page 4 


subjects and the values of nourishment, 
stewardship, and team building. The Garden 
of Dreams will provide hands-on experi- 
ences that connect students to food, nature, 
and each other. 

The Kindness Matters Project is student- 
driven and facilitated by teacher Monica 
Brase. Students are proposing several differ- 
ent activities to spread positive messages to 
the entire school population. Such activities 
will provide practices for developing posi- 
tive relationships and building connections 
between and among all grades. Core group 
of students will lead development of activi- 
ties that will reach across all students daily. 

At Poquonock School, teacher Cohl Miler 
will create Sensory Paths and a revolving 
SEL Story Walk that incorporates interactive 
stops for students. Sensory paths are a series 
of guided movements for students to follow, 
shown by markings on the ground or walls. 

As students follow the path they are able 
to use up excess energy, refocus their minds 
and develop their gross motor skills. Story 
walks take a book and break it down to multi- 
ple stops along a set path. Students follow 
the path to read the story and complete the 
activities at each stop. 

Windsor High teachers Jeff Goodin and 
Gary Nolan will provide real-world learn- 
ing opportunities in video production, 
graphic design, music recording technol- 
ogy, composition, including original student 
music through “The Home Room Concert 
Series.” This venture provides opportu- 
nities for students of all learning abilities 
and provides additional opportunities for 
students to get involved either by working 
behind or in front of the camera. Project will 
be shared with the entire school community 
upon completion. 

Damion Morgan and Amy Tebecio 
will create a series of Sensory Paths, both 
indoors and outdoors, at Clover Street 
School. Sensory paths help support brain 
development and student learning, while 
providing opportunities for students to take 
brain breaks. Brain breaks serve as an outlet 
that helps students release excess energy 
to help them concentrate on their studies. 
Implementing sensory paths connects to 
developing a positive school climate and 
increased agency, where students can prac- 
tice self-awareness and self-control. 

Sheena Boyle, teacher at Windsor High, 
will conduct the SWEAT Summer Program 
for seniors who are making post-second- 
ary plans. Student Workshops Enabling 
Academic Transitions offer students 
information about the college admissions 
process and other postsecondary opportu- 
nities. Different workshops spanning over 
the course of the month of July include The 
College Search, The College Essay, Resume 
Writing and Letters of Recommendation, 


and the College application process their 
senior year. 


Nutmeg Senior Rides 
seeking volunteer drivers 


WINDSOR — Nutmeg Senior Rides is a 
not-for-profit 501 c3 and is seeking drivers in 
North Central Connecticut to drive people 
over 50 who can no longer get where they 
need to be. 

Drivers can choose the rides they do 
online, to fit their schedule. Mileage is reim- 
bursed at $0.40 per mile, door to door from 
home. 

An information luncheon session hosted 
by Martin McMahon of Edward Jones will 
take place from noon to 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 8, at Jim’s Pizza, 124 Poquonock Ave. 

Reservations are required. Contact 
Nutmeg Senior Rides Executive Director 
Margaret Smith Hale at CTSeniorRides@ 
gmail.com or 860-758-7833. Visit www. 
NutmegSeniorRides.org for more informa- 
tion. 


Agonist Gallery hosting 
winter artists market 


BROAD BROOK — On Sunday, Feb. 20, 
Agonist Gallery will host its Winter Artists 
Market at 100 Main St. All area visual artists 
are invited to bring one to five pieces for 
display in the gallery for the day, from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Setup time is 10:30 a.m. 

The price for artists to exhibit is $10 at the 
door with no commission on sales. At 2 p.m., 
Jeff Holcombe will give a short presentation 
on birds of Florida and the South. Pictured 
is ‘Cormorant in the Everglades’ by JWHol- 
combe. Admission is free. 


Warehouse Point Library 
seeking entries for art 


poster contest 


EAST WINDSOR — The Warehouse 
Point Library, 107 Main St., is seeking poster 
entries to help publicize the opening of the 
library’s new young adult section. 

The poster must be in any 2D media, be 
11 inches x 17 inches or smaller, and have 
the library name in the design. Get inspired 
with more exciting, creative ideas by visit- 
ing the new YA area at the library. Submit 
designs in person or to warehousepointli- 
brary@libraryconnection.info by Feb. 28. 
For more information, call the library at 
860-623-5482. 


Enfield Library offering 
Medicare program, LEGO 
Club 


ENFIELD — The Enfield Public Library, 


Turn to Community News, Page 11 


LOCAL NEWS 


Community News 
from Page 10 


104 Middle Road, is hosting the following 
programs. Visit https://www.enfieldpubli- 
clibrary.org/ or call 860-763-7510 for more 
information. All programs at the Enfield 
Public Library are free and all are welcome. 

Medicare & Beyond will take place on 
Wednesday, Feb. 23, at 6 p.m. Back by popu- 
lar demand, father and daughter team, Louis 
and Jessica Pelletier return to speak on the 
many laws and programs available to people 
over 60, as well as strategic ways to protect 
your assets. 

Using your choice of building materials, 
LEGO®, Keva Planks® or Roominates® see 
what you can build in an hour at the Build- 
ers Club program on Friday, Feb. 25, at 3:45 
p.m. This is a drop-in program for children 
ages five and up. Work independently or 
with friends. 


Knitters, crocheters, 
quilters sought 


VERNON — STAFFORD SPRINGS — 
The Stafford Prayer Shawl Ministry meets 
from 2 to 3 p.m. the second Monday of each 
month, except July and August, in the Staf- 
ford Public Library, 10 Levinthal Run. 

The group welcomes individuals who 
would like to attend and knit, crochet, or 
quilt much needed prayer shawls. Members 
will also teach guests how to knit or crochet. 

If you cannot make the meeting but want 
to make prayer shawls at home, someone will 
pick them up. Ifyou or your pastor knows of 
anyone who could use a prayer shawl, they 
will arrange for one to be picked up. 

Contact Karen at 860-982-5896 or Kathy 
at 860-684-9484 for information or pick-up 
arrangements. All are welcome. If the library 
is closed due to the weather, the prayer 
shawl meeting will be canceled also. 


East Hartford Lions Club 
accepting scholarship 


applications 

EAST HARTFORD — Applications are 
available for the 2022 East Hartford Lions 
Club scholarships. These scholarships are 
given to East Hartford residents currently 
graduating from East Hartford High School, 
Synergy High School, Connecticut Interna- 
tional Baccalaureate Academy, East Catholic 
High School, Great Path Academy, Connecti- 
cut River Academy or Howell Cheney Tech- 
nical High School, who are planning to 
attend either a two or four year college or 
an occupational/trade school. This schol- 
arship has particular emphasis on commu- 
nity service in East Hartford. The awarded 
scholarships will be forwarded towards the 
first year of higher education. 

Applications are available in the guidance 
offices of area high schools including East 
Hartford High School, Synergy High School, 
Connecticut International Baccalaureate 


Academy, East Catholic High School and 
Howell Cheney Technical School. 

Completed applications are due to the 
East Hartford Lions Club Scholarship 
Committee by April 1 and can be mailed 
directly to the East Hartford Lions Schol- 
arship Committee at P.O. Box 380765, East 
Hartford, CT 06138, or sent to the Guidance 
Office at East Hartford High School or East 
Catholic High School. 

Scholarship winners will be announced at 
the Senior Scholarship Award Ceremony at 
the High School of the respective recipient. 
For any questions, contact Jill Gauthier, East 
Hartford Lions Club Scholarship Commit- 
tee Chairman, at 860-569-0718. 


Let it Shine: The American 
Civil Rights Movement 
taking place 


SOUTH WINDSOR — The Friends of 
Wood Memorial Library are presenting “Let 
it Shine: The American Civil Rights Move- 
ment” on Thursday, Feb. 17, from 2 to 2:45 
p.m. 

This 45-minute professional production 
from North Carolina’s Bright Star Theatre 
is designed to provide an honest and acces- 
sible portrayal of the American struggle for 
Civil Rights. The Freedom Riders, ‘Bomb- 
ingham) the Montgomery bus boycott, and 
the March on Washington are just a few of 
the events that will unfold as you watch key 
figures from the time period brought to life 
and celebrated for their dedication to secur- 
ing equal rights in America. 

Through stories and song, Let It Shine 
shows the high price that was paid by those 
who fought for equal rights during this 
turbulent time. Let it Shine is best appre- 
ciated by audiences from the 3rd grade to 
adult. Program fees are $5 per student and 
$15 per adult. 

Visit www.woodmemoriallibrary.org to 
pre-register. Wood Memorial Library & 
Museum is located at 783 Main St. 


American Legion Post 
hosting social hour, 


monthly meeting 


SOUTH WINDSOR — The Abe E. Miller 
American Legion Post 133 South Windsor 
meets on the third Tuesday of every month 
at the South Windsor Community Center, 
150 Nevers Road, room 205-207, at 7 p.m. 

All veterans are welcome to attend and are 
asked to bring a non-perishable food item to 
be donated to the SW food bank. Masks are 
required at all times. 

A veterans’ social hour will take place on 
the 3rd Thursday of the month at 9 a.m. The 
February social hour will take place on Feb. 
17 at the South Windsor Community Center, 
150 Nevers Road, in the teen center. 

Masks are required at all times in the 
building. No coffee or food will be served 
but guests may bring their own beverage. 
Call Ken Lewis with any questions, 860-416- 
5276. 


BATH & KITCHEN 
SHOWROOM 


TORRCO 


OFFERING DECORATIVE PLUMBING & LIGHTING, 
AVANT syn @7AV 511) = eos BOLO]. Wa AVAYDAUYAU Noe 


CONTACT US TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT. 


Since 1917 ¢ www.TorrcoDesignCenter.com 


10 South Main Street, East Windsor, CT © 860.627.9677 
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Talk to your doctor or visit SavedByTheScan.org 


AMERICAN 
a LUNG 
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THE HARDWARE STORE FOR WOMEN We can help you make your home beautiful and maintenance 


FREE free with new Vinyl Siding! 


60% OFF SIDING 


INSTALLATION 
NOW UNTIL FEBRUARY 28, 2022! 


PUZZLES 
& GAMES 


ware hace) al iiala 
every day at 
PlayJumble.com 


When it comes to who offers the best DAILY 
Diamond and Wedding Ring values, the JUME rally 


Answer is WE DO! 


“Cbs “2 We Specialize in 
—> Ideal Cut + Specialty 
Cut Diamonds 





TEN SELON ES 


COME IN TODAY STORY, 
to view our unique selection of engagement rings and wedding rings ( ) 
all at special prices. 
Your wedding is tinportant to you and important to us. 


ent , i 9 ye ‘ ‘ ) 
y 
! P| 
a Advanced \Window,Systems; lc 
*960°962:24927 SS=s i, Windows « Siding * Roofing « Doors 
Re a 
Connecticut Registration #0556507 Massachusetts Registration #176974 Licensed and Fully Insured. 


Offer Valid 2/1/22-2/28/22. “This ad supersedes all others. “Some restrictions may apply. 
iO) ai-le-merelalale) a el-Mereliile)ial-10 i 


D> 
Jumble Daily 
Jumble Crossword Daily 


Dunbar Jewelers Jumble Sunday 


JU Tole) Umm at-lalieyare) 
*““SHOPS AT 30” Rte. 30 © Vernon ¢ 872-2425 Bubble Shooter Pro 


Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 10-5, Thurs. 10-7, Sat. 10-4 Plus many more 
www.dunbarjewelers.net 


TRIBUNE 
0% FINANCING * CUSTOM DESIGN « GEMOLOGIST APPRAISALS 





STONEWALL KITCHEN : VILLAGE CANDLE’ 





This sale starts on February 17 in select company store locations and ends at end of business day on February 21. While supplies last. Some exclusions apply. Imperfect food items are considered final sale. Discount will be applied at the register. 


AUTO REVIEW 


Toyota’s classic 
sport utility 


By William Heald 


Special to Courant Community 


The Toyota 4Runner, the US version of the 
company’s truck-based midsize SUV sold 
in other variations around the world, first 
appeared on these shores in 1984. 

What started as a pickup with a fiber- 
glass rear section (like the Ford Bronco and 
Chevy Blazer of the era) has grown into a 
refined 4-door wagon, yet retains the muscle 
for serious off-road soirees. Toyota tends 
to run truck generations for a long period 
of time before major changes; just adding 
new editions over the years to go where the 
customer’s desires lie. The current edition 
of the 4Runner has been around since 2010, 
with the most extensive upgrades coming in 
2014 and assorted tweaks after that. 

Which brings up to today’s tester, the TRD 
Pro edition (TRD stands for Toyota Racing 
Development). This takes the basic 4Runner 
and adds components designed to enhance 
off-road performance, along with some 
model-specific style touches. The result is 
an SUV that’s ready to tackle the toughest 
trails right out of the box, all while delivering 
the latest in Toyota Safety Sense features and 
excellent comfort. 

As the current generation 4Runner has 
been in production for a long time, the bugs 
have been worked out and the result is a very 
reliable truck, with excellent capabilities. 

All 4Runners ride on a 109.8-inch wheel- 
base, built on arugged truck frame and avail- 
able in either 2-wheel or 4-wheel drive. 
The TRD Pro is 4X4 only, and like all in the 
family it’s powered by a 4-liter V6 with 270 


~~ 





horsepower. The lone gearbox is a 5-speed 
automatic, that in our Pro was mated to a 
part-time 4X4 transfer case with 2Hi, 4Hi 
and 4Low settings, crawl control, and alock- 
ing differential on the live rear axle. The 
TRD Pro is also fortified with Fox 2.5-inch 
internal bypass shocks. 

The ride is firm but comfortable, and the 
control off-road is excellent even over rocky 
terrain. The engine’s good low-end torque 
combined with the crawl control makes even 
the most ornery bush trail negotiable, and 
the TRD Pro can tow a 5,000 lb. trailer. 

Inside, the 4Runner TRD Pro manages to 
tie together ruggedness and comfort, with 
very supportive SofTex-trimmed seats that 
are water resistant and seem quite durable. 
Controls are more traditional than some of 
the latest touch screen fare, but the central 
screen itself has grown from 6 inches to 8 
inches in size and is sharp and intuitive to 
use. The instrument cluster is classic analog 
mechanical, but is very contemporary in 
appearance. 

A trip computer/info screen resides 
between the tachometer and speedometer, 
and the crawl controls are on the overhead 
console and easy to access. The rear seats 
are roomy and mounted nearly high enough 
for stadium-style status, giving the passen- 
gers good visibility. When the rear seatbacks 
are folded, cargo room expands to 89.7 cubic 
feet. 

The 2021 Toyota 4Runner TRD Pro (the 
2022 is basically unchanged) is EPA rated 16 
MPG city/19 MPG highway and has a base 
price of $50,470. With options, our tester’s 
MSRP came to $52,340. www.toyota.com. 
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WILLIAM HEALD / SPECIAL TO COURANT COMMUNITY 
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Workplaces award can give you a 
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BANKRUPTCY 


Law Office of 
Bonnie C. Mangan, P.C. 


¢ Bankruptcy Chapter 7 & 13 

¢ Real Estate (Purchase, Sale, Refinance) 
¢ Simple Wills 

¢ Probate & Estate Settlement 


¢ Uncontested Divorce & Divorce Mediation 
¢ Personal Injury 


Free Consultation 
Get your Fresh Start today! 
Westview Office Park,1050 Sullivan Avenue, 
Suite A3, South Windsor, CT, 06074 
860-644-4204 


www.manganlaw.com 
Serving Clients since 1988 








NEED A PLUMBER 
ROOFER 
TRUCK 
JOB 
DOG 
APARTMENT? 


Commun 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Courant 





COURANTCOMMUNITY.COM 

























HOME AND GARDEN 


tom  JOONES 
% JO. SERVICE, LLC 


SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION 


24 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 


P/, - San. BOILER / FURNACE 
ERIC JONES - Owner REPLACEMENTS 


WEEKNIGHT AND WEEKEND APPTS. 


860-875-2931 
860-429-1599 


860-550-0169 


Bill The CT Lic. #392833 and Insured 


Handyman 
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ADUMP RUNS 
YOU NAME IT! 
WE HAUL IT! 
GARAGES - ATTICS 
BASEMENTS 
JUNK REMOVAL 
SENIOR DISCOUNT 
FREE ESTIMATES 
PLL BEAT ANY ESTIMATE! 
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PAINTERS, LLC 


Specializing in All Phases of 
Interior Painting, Staining, 
Tex. Ceilings, Tex. Removal, 
WP Removal, Rep. Windows. 
Home Improvements & Carpeniry. 


FREE Est © Insured @ #574298 
KEVIN GREER 


860-646-7760 


fourseasonspainters.net 
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ALL SEASON FIREWOOD 
Cut, Split & Delivered. $225/cord 
Call Karl 860-429-7919 


BUY & SELL 


ALWAYS BUYING ANTIQUES Military, Old 
Sports Mem, Jewelry, Watches, Coins, Art, 
Advertising, Old Arcade, Toys, Old Auto Parts, 
Phonographs, Microphones. Plus lots of other 
old items! Cash Paid! Call 860-718-5132 
ANTIQUES Always buying. Cash paid. 1 item 
or entire estate! Clocks, military, cameras, 
watches, toys, posters, art, jewelry, signs, mu- 
sical instruments. Plus more! (860) 707-9350 
WANTED: RADIOS - short Wave, Ham, CB, 
Vintage electronics, amps, Tube electronics. 
Old guitars. Audio Equip. Musical Instruments 
Please call 860-707-9350 

PRO-FORM ELLIPTICAL MACHINE 
Endurance 520-E. Like New. Never Used, 
Manual Incld. $450 OBO Call: 860-338-1765 


GOTTIER 


FUEL CO., INC. 





Keeping Our Neighbors Warm Over 55 Years 
e Full Service Fuel Co. 
e Automatic Oil Delivery 
e Maintenance Plan Only $196 
e Affordable Oil Plans __ 

e Free Estimates jana if 

860-875-6281 le 
221 West Main St. Vernon, CT 


Lic.#308294-S3 HOD#257 


PROPANE DELIVERY-LOW PRICES 
PROPANE TANKS-ALL SIZES 


§60-643-1952 


Q-1PFOPANE.COM vous 


A-1 TANKMASTERS 


OIL TANKS-ALL SIZES 
REMOWALS-REPLACEMENTS 
FREE QUOTES 


860-643-5134 
altankmasters.com 


E-Z OIL 


LOW PRICE HEATING OIL SPECIAL 
CALL TODAY 


HOME DELIVERY 
860-645-3798 soos 


Home Improvement 


CITYWIDE 
HOMES 


FULL SERVICE REMODELERS 


Sick of poor service and generic 
quality from contractors? We return 
every call, email, and text. We keep 



















































































THE SMARTEST WAY TO BUY o1| PRXnSELLe 
Senior and Volume Discount iY) USIC 
Automatic delivery at NO EXTRA COST 























Heating/Air Conditioning/Maintenance 
Repair/Installation 
24 Hour Burner Service Available 


§60-648-4400 


www.trinksBrothers.com 


ttl 
Lic # $1995747 HOD 485 








every appointment. We stay educated 
and on-trend. No job is too big or too 
small. We are trustworthy and honest. 


FOR PICS AND REVIEWS GO TO OUR GOOGLE 
LISTING AND CITYWIDEHOMESCT.COM 
Kitchens, baths, tile, flooring, drywall, P LAC E YO U R C LASS | Fl E D AD 
paint, windows, doors, decks, siding, 


roofs, and everything else. 8 8 8-456-2 2 1 1 


Call us at 860-836-0297 
ALL CALLS RETURNED - GUARANTEED! 


CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED * LIC # HIC.0639110 


Courant 
Gourant Courant Community 


GEG SS aD 
eS eda 888-456-2211 
COURANTCOMMUNITY.COM 
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Say It With Flowers 


By Dawn Pettinelli, UConn Home & Garden Education Center 
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Special occasions and holidays, like Valentine’s Day, inspire many of us to send flowers to those we 

hold with love and affection. In selecting the contents of your bouquet, make it especially memorable by 
choosing flowers that carry with them symbolic messages of endearment. Many flowers and plants have 
been associated with certain emotions, feelings, and attributes throughout the centuries. This romantic 
notion was most apparent during the Victorian era with its accompanying publication of The Language 
of Flowers. 


To the Victorians, each type of flower conveyed a message which could be modified by blossom color 
and, also its stage of development. By combining different flowers in nosegays or bouquets, you could 
strengthen, diminish, or deliberately misconstrue your floral communication. 


A red rose, perhaps the most sought after flower come Valentine’s Day, signifies love, pure and ardent. 
White roses as well as most other white flowers often stand for truth and purity, while a yellow rose 
represents jealousy or mistrust. Not all yellow flowers convey negative messages; yellow tulips mean 
hopeless love, yellow violets, rural happiness and yellow jasmine, grace and elegance. 


Members of the pinks family including carnations are associated with betrothal, marriage and fidelity. In 
fact, at one time, their clove scented flowers were used to flavor the wine given to brides following the 
wedding ceremony. Clusters of phlox blossoms were frequent components of Victorian tussie-mussies. 
Delightfully scented, they were also a symbol of sweet dreams and implied a proposal of marriage. 
Because of its clinging habit, English ivy too, is symbolic of fidelity and married love. 


Otherwise known as heart’s ease, love-in-idleness and tickle-my-fancy, the pansy, as its French name 
‘pensee’ suggests, stands for romantic thoughts. You are telling someone special ‘I am thinking of you’. 

It was also thought that an infusion of pansy leaves would cure a broken heart. A bouquet of jonquils says 
‘| desire a return of affection’ while the buds of a moss rose are a confession of love. 


A white daisy signifies innocence, a white chrysanthemum, truth. Forget-me-nots speak for themselves 
as does love-lies-a-bleeding. Lilacs were symbolic of chastity, purity, innocent beauty, and immortality. 
Stocks meant lasting beauty. 


Pink larkspur represents fickleness, purple larkspur, haughtiness. Snapdragons indicated presumption 
while a rose-scented geranium showed preference. 


Herbs, foliage plants, and even many fruits had symbolic meanings. Rosemary is for remembrance, 
bay stood for constancy or immortality, and ferns for fascination. Giving your love a peach meant ‘Your 
qualities, like your charms, are unequalled’. A pineapple says ‘You are perfect’. An apple signifies what 
else, but temptation! 


For a long-lasting floral conversation piece, make a nosegay or arrangement using dried flowers and plant 
materials. Add delicate scent by tying it with a grosgrain ribbon soaked in rose water and dried. A few 
drops of essential oil will also perfume your bouquet. 


Start a new tradition with every bouquet you send. Spell out your message of love or friendship with 
floral elegance. 


For questions on home or garden topics, please call the UConn Home and Garden Education Center, 
toll-free at (877) 486-6271, visit our website at www.ladybug.uconn.edu, or contact your local 
Cooperative Extension Center. 
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Come visit us for all your Home and ne needs! 
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Drano Max Gel 
Pro Strength 






Squirrel Stumper 
Birdfeeder 


Lyric Supreme 
Birdseed 





























42 fl. oz. Reg 5.99 


= Cover Grip Drop Cloth 
Non Slip Canvas 


Reg 16.99 Reg 24.99 


Professional 
Knee Pads 


Paint Rollers 





Reg 19.99 





Reg 9.99 


Coupon 







Non Slip 









Leather Gloves 


Drum Drain Auger 1 
with Ball & Tape Cinch 


1/4"x15" Long i 


l 
Reg 9.99 | 


Dumpster Rentais | 


. with your purchase of $50 or more 
Must present coupon at time of purchase. Discounts cannot be combined 
Valid February 17 2022 - February 23, 2022 


Call today for pricing 





Reg 7.99 
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770 Sullivan Ave, South Windsor : _— *Attachments 


(860) 289-7821 Stump Grinder asa pvallabls 
Bandit SG40 Bobcat E10 Excavator << , 
Bobcat E20 Excavator So” <2? CAT249d3 
Bandit 65XP Bandit 2550XP_ Bobcat E26 Excavator amen ne <> ax 
‘ Bobcat E32 Excavator Ra ac >. 4 CAT259d3 
pane ianr Bobcat $530 Bobcat E35i Excavator Te < » 
Bobcat E42 Excavator 


Chippers Bandit 18XP- 


Daily & Rontnly Rates a op) 


Available 


5 *Attachments 
"ee Available am *Attachments 


A ] 1 Bi: 
Available Pe. Wl: TAN ; Kubota kx57 


Bobcat MT55 , <u glu. a Bol .  CAT232d3 
Bobcat T7450 ye Mini Track Loader | "44 
Track Loader S. "a ————— LS | | CAT242d3 
OS ee Bobcat MT8&5 1 OW ; 
Bobcat T590 ae VA. = (Mini Track Loader 


Track Loader 


Bobcat T450 Track Loader 


= i John Deere 320g =o - 
parse MT55 Mint Track Bobcat T590 Track Loader CAT 232d3 Skid-steer 8085T Wacker Loader Takeuchi TW80 


Bobcat MT85 Mint Track 4 consecutive months rental required. Certificate of insurance, valid drivers license & CAT 242d3 Skid-steer . 
Loader credit card required per the terms and conditions of the rental contract. Plow or pusher available for extra charge 


Cashiers Needed. 
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